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How Distance learning can positively influence a student.
The emergence of the coronavirus pandemic has challenged the country and the world in terms of globalization, disruption of economic and social activities, and in terms of technology. Learning institutions and medical facilities have had to resolve to distance learning and telehealth respectively. Distance learning refers to a learning situation where the student does not have to be physically available in school (Fidalgo et al, 2020). Therefore, students have to resolve to online education which can be done through emails, school systems, and websites. Schools have found effective strategies where students can attain educational resources such as library materials, refer to the learning materials, and converse with their teachers in case they face challenges. Therefore, this essay focuses on determining the ways in which distance learning has positively affected my education.
First, distance learning has allowed me to earn and learn at the same time. This is because distance learning offers a certain level of flexibility that physical learning cannot. That is, a student is free to develop their schedules, the ability to complete the coursework from anywhere at any time thus does not interrupt the day-to-day activities of the student. Thus, I can go to work six hours a day and still be able to complete my classwork assignments and exams. Based on research by (Naidu, 2018), flexibility provides the learner with the ability to choose their entry points and exit points, to personally evaluate their assignments and learning materials, and pick the most effective learning materials, since some students prefer written materials while others will choose video and audio files. Therefore, I can slowly grasp concepts at my own pace while I work to earn extra money. 
Moreover, distance learning has allowed me to get an education on a small budget. Since physical learning requires daily traveling to the learning institution, distance learning has been able o save costs involving gas, books, child care, housing, and parking tickets. Therefore, since a student can determine the pace of her education, a student has the ability to choose their graduation time. Since less time spent in an online classroom, the faster a student can graduate which lowers the costs a student can spend on school. Moreover, online classes have fewer tuition fees compared to physical classes. According to (Casement, 2013), school facilities, and transportation costs are not needed in online classes, since the only requirements are computers and good internet connectivity which in turn reduces both financial costs and operational costs. Therefore, the transformation from a physical classroom to a virtual classroom has helped me cut down on expenses, therefore, allowing me to focus my finances on the tuition fees alone.
Furthermore, distance learning has allowed me to learn more about technology. This is because distance learning allows a student to use well-developed systems to write their assignments, submit them, do online labs, accessing learning materials, and participating on online forums to interact with their peers and teachers, which ensures that students must be well-educated about the working of the websites, systems, and other technology such as those utilized for animations and creation of simulations. Research by (Dyer et al, 2015) that integration of effective technology in distance learning can determine how effective and with what ease will the student interact with the technology resources. Thus, understanding how the school system works has enabled me to understand certain aspects of technology, such as the ability to perform online data analysis and perform class lab assignments online.
In conclusion, distance learning can bring both positive and negative effects to a learner. Therefore, distance learning allows flexibility due to lack of geographical barriers thus, a student can learn and work at the same time, the budget is kept at a manageable cost, and a student can learn new things in the process.
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